TAPPI Nonwoven's technical committee structure has proven to be strong scaffolding for building impressive and valuable Nonwoven Conferences over the years and now contributes strongly towards INTC. In order to understand how the TAPPI committees work and the advantages of becoming involved in them, it helps to understand the structures of INDA and TAPPI.
INDA is a trade association with corporate membership and a marketing approach with goals that support the nonwoven industry in global markets. It has a strong professional staff and a very deep and loyal base of corporate members who work to foster the cause of the industry. Being a trade organization, INDA can do certain things, such as promote products and lobby in legal and governmental affairs, which TAPPI, as a professional organization, cannot.
TAPPI, the leading technical association for the worldwide pulp, paper, and converting industry, has its roots in the pulp and paper industry, but long ago expanded to form the Nonwovens Division. The goal of TAPPI is to foster the professional growth and development of its members. Anyone from this industry -technical, production, sales, research or suppliers -may join.
Within the Nonwoven Division are specialized committees. Currently, the committees are as follows:
• Committees are fluid and may be changed as the needs of the industry dictate. Anyone attending INTC may attend any of the committee meetings, but to be fully active and to be maintained on the committee mailing list individuals must become TAPPI members. Committee participation is encouraged for all. Since it is individual membership, a company may have one member, or more, on any committee. Members are also able to join more than one committee if they wish. Although the maximum benefit is gained by active participation, members may also choose to simply sit in on meetings and observe.
Committees meet at least once a year during the INTC meeting (INTC 2002 is scheduled for September), and more if needed. Often, follow-up items are accomplished via conference calls. These committees address issues they think are important to their industry, and especially, to themselves. If an issue must be addressed on testing, standardization, safety, or if there is a need for a side conference or publication, the committee may form a subcommittee to address the issue at hand.
One of the main contributions of the committees is to participate in the annual INTC meeting by sponsoring and organizing technical sessions. These sessions discuss and explore new products, ideas and technologies.
Committees are a place for growth, networking and for gaining insight beyond our individual companies while discussing and resolving issues of common interest within the industry. These groups are not closed "cliques," but open, and excited for new members and new ideas. "Old timer" experienced committee members lend their assistance to help support, lead or mentor new members if needed.
To join TAPPI and a TAPPI Nonwovens Committee, simply call TAPPI's Member Connection Center at 1-800-332-8686 (U.S.), 1-800-332-9431 (Canada) or +1-770-446-1400 or visit the TAPPI website at www.tappi.org and click on Nonwovens.
The Nonwovens page has many useful features including discussion boards, free searching of hundreds of nonwovens-specific technical papers, and links to the International Nonwovens Journal..
The TAPPI Nonwoven Committee meetings are only a part of INTC, but their importance cannot be underscored. Don't miss the opportunity to be an active member of the nonwovens community. Please commit to joining a TAPPI committee for one of your New Year's resolutions. I think you'll find it a personally and professionally rewarding experience.
-INJ
